[C. elegans as a model for human inherited degenerative diseases].
The nematode C. elegans is an established model for developmental biology. Since the early 90's, this simple model organism has been increasingly used for studying human disease pathogenesis. C. elegans models based either on the mutagenesis of human disease genes conserved in this nematode or transgenesis with disease genes not conserved in C. elegans show several features that are observed in mammalian models. These observations suggest that the genetic dissection and pharmacological manipulation of disease-like phenotypes in C. elegans will shed light on the cellular mechanisms that are altered in human diseases, and the compounds that may be used as drugs. This review illustrates these aspects by commenting on two inherited degenerative diseases, Duchenne's muscular dystrophy and Huntington's neurodegenerative disease.